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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
March 6, 2011 

 
RETRO, 04 

Looking Back At MISSION  
So We Can Look Forward To BEING 

Acts 1:1–11  
 
 Acts 1:1–11 [open] 
 
Charles Spurgeon has said, “Every Christian is either a missionary or an 
imposter.” That statement might come as a surprise to you because when you 
came to give your life to Jesus, you never thought you were signing up for a 
life of missions. I mean, that’s for the really serious ones who give up all their 
things in life and move to some foreign country that has never heard the 
message of Jesus. 
 
They have to go to school. They have lots of training. They raise financial 
support. That’s a missionary; I’m just a Christian. I understand that for many 
people who are in church, this is their thinking when the word missions is 
used and so when someone quotes someone like Spurgeon who says that 
“every Christian is either a missionary or an imposter” we might not get it.  
 
Well, my goal this morning is to cut through the confusion and hopefully 
show us all that we are all called to be on a missionary for Jesus. I have to tell 
you that I have been praying all week that the Lord would be gracious to me 
this morning and I would be very cautious with the words that I say. This is 
such an important message, but I want to be as clear as I can this morning. 
 
Let me just say it, there are not many missions, but there is just one mission! 
The mission that we have as Christians is to share the name of Jesus, train 
others to be like Him. That is the mission of every Christian, not just the 
spiritual leaders. And it is the mission of every church. Now we all understand 
that most churches go about it in many different ways.  
 
And when we talk about missions, I guess what I want to be very clear about 
this morning is that we are not talking about a line item in the budget or 
something that happens once you cross over some culture barrier. What I am 
talking about is you and me fulfilling our calling to take the message of Jesus 
to a lost and dying world. 
 
Because honestly, writing a check or even going on a short-term missions trip 
is easy. Being a missionary in your neighborhood—hard! And when I talk 
about Mission this morning, I am dealing with a foundational concept of 
thought that refers to your neighborhood as much as it does the people of 
India that Roger just came back from visiting. What I am talking about is a 
worldview that sees everything we do as an act of missions! 
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And the heart of that worldview is found in who we are, not what we do! It is 
who we are called to BE as Christians that dictates what we will DO as 
Christians. Get that? Who we are as people will always be what influences 
what we do as people. That is why this morning, I want to look back at this 
concept of MISSION in the Scriptures so that we can move forward to 
BEING the people that God would have us to be. 
 
This will become clearer as we work our way through this passage this 
morning. Let’s jump into Acts 1: 
 
Vs. 1–3  The book of Acts was written by the good Doctor Luke to a man 
by the name of Theophilus, I call him Theo for short. The first account that he 
makes reference to is the gospel of Luke. Theo was most likely a political 
leader from Rome that hired Luke to be his investigative reporter concerning 
the things of Jesus. He was the person who supported Luke so that he could 
do the investigation concerning Jesus and write them down for him. 
 
So, Luke was not only a doctor, but he was a writer. The gospel bearing his 
name was his first work, covering the details of the events leading up to the 
birth of Jesus through the ascension of Jesus into the heavens. And like any 
good sequel, the book of Acts picks up with the last story in Luke and fills in 
the details of that last event as well as continuing to tell the story of how the 
followers of Jesus spread the name of Jesus throughout the known world at 
that time.  
 
And Luke begins with a thought of remembrance—don’t’ forget, on that day 
when Jesus was taken away that He gave the apostles instructions. Think 
about these Apostles for a minute. 
 
 They had been with Jesus for about three years 
 They had heard Him teach numerous times 
 They saw Him crucified 
 They were astonished to see Him and touch Him after the resurrection 
 They were shown many convincing proofs about Jesus (vs. 3) 
 They had been chosen for this job by Jesus Himself 
 They had been taught the things about the Kingdom of God 
 
They had been prepared by Jesus to be ready for whatever was in front of 
them. They had had a very special relationship with Jesus, one that so 
impacted them that they were never the same again. I can’t help but to think 
about the Apostle John, towards the end of his life when he writes the book of 
1st John. It was probably about 50 years after the events as they are described 
here: 
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 1 John 1:1  “1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the Word of Life.” 

 
This is your Greek lesson of the day: those first couple verbs that John uses—
heard & seen—these are verbs that are used in the perfect tense. The perfect 
tense in the Greek represents something that happened in the past but has 
continued action in the present. 
 
What John is saying is this: What we heard Jesus say—and I can still hear his 
voice in my heard . . . what we looked at and saw with our eyes—and when I 
close my eyes, I can still see Him in my mind’s eye. Why was John like that 
50 years later? 
 
Because spending time with Jesus will change you forever. Having Jesus 
invade your life makes an impact that will make you do incredible things. For 
these guys, those last 40 days were so very important. I think it was at this 
time that they really understood the gospel of Jesus. The basic understanding 
of truth finally became clear to them. 
 
They came to understand the importance of the death of Jesus. They were 
brought to awe of His resurrection. They were prepared and ready now to be 
His men to change the world. But please note: before they went on a Mission 
for Jesus, they were taught by Him! 
 
Don’t get past the fact that there was a knowledge of the things of Jesus that 
they were taught before they were sent out on their mission. Honestly, that is 
one reason why I gave you that book—What Is The Gospel—at the beginning 
of the year. Have you read it? That book so accurately describes the message 
of the gospel, a message that we need to be reminded about over the years. It 
is the truth of Jesus that we need to be taught once again or reminded about 
once again. 
 
If you have not read it, we will have a reading session after church today that 
you are required to attend. Just kidding! 
 
Vs. 4–5  They were commanded to not leave Jerusalem until they had 
received what was promised to them. They had the knowledge and the 
relationship with Jesus, but there was something really lacking in their life. 
They needed the power that was promised to them. So, what were they 
promised? 
 
 John 14:16–17  “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 

Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but 
you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.” 
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 John 16:5–7  “But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of 
you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. But I tell you the truth, it is to 
your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will 
not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.” 

 
They knew everything that there was to know but they did not have the power 
they needed to be on the mission Jesus had for them. Jesus tells them to wait 
for the Spirit to come upon them. Of course we see this happen in Acts 2 
when they are baptized by the Holy Spirit and their mission begins. They are 
never the same because as the Spirit of God used to be with them in the past 
on their different journeys, now the Spirit of God would be IN them—He 
would be IN them! This is the indwelling ministry of the Spirit of God.  
 
That means permanence. That means confidence. That means forever. And 
the same Spirit that indwelt them indwells all believers today. That means 
there will never be a time as a believer, as a person who has been regenerated, 
that the Holy Spirit is not with you.   
 
 I Corinthians 3:16  “Do you not know that you are a temple of God 

and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 
 
I must not hesitate to take a moment here to challenge us. Many people love 
to quote or think of passages that talk about Jesus being with us. For instance, 
Matthew 18—where 2 or 3 are gathered, I am there in their midst. Even if we 
use that passage out of context, it seems to bring us warm fuzzy feelings. 
 
We look at passages like Joshua 1 and Matthew 28—the Great Commission—
and read ‘and lo I am with you until the end of the age’ and we feel 
empowered to go and share the gospel with people. If those things motivate 
you, then you should really be energized when you think about the Spirit of 
God is with you all the time! 
 
That means tomorrow when you are doing laundry, the Holy Spirit is with 
you! When you are at work tomorrow, the Holy Spirit is with you! As you are 
in that difficult business meeting, the Holy Spirit is with you. Do you think 
you are ever alone? No, the Holy Spirit is with you! Do you think you can 
escape the sight of God? No, the Holy Spirit, 100% deity of God is with you 
as a believer all the time!   
 
And because the Spirit of God lives in us, He is the power that we need to tap 
into in order to be on this mission for Jesus. Let me put it like this: A 
Christian who does not rely upon the Holy Spirit is like a computer with no 
power source. Inside that computer is all the information it needs to help you 
do whatever you want to do with it. But unless that computer is plugged into 
some sort of power source, all that information is useless. 
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And you can have all the information about Jesus, the gospel, the Bible, and 
all things Christian—and if you are not dependent upon the Holy Spirit, all 
that information will not do you a lot of good. So, how are we dependent upon 
the Spirit in our lives? 
 
 Ephesians 5:18  “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 

dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.” 
 
Filling does not mean that we get more of the Spirit, for He already lives in 
us. It does, however, mean that we become more and more controlled by the 
Spirit. He is powerful in our lives when He has control of our life and mine. 
He is powerful in our lives when we do not quench His leadings. 
 
Recently I was reading a book that asked a question similar to this one I ask 
you: which do you think would make being on a mission for Jesus easier? To 
have Jesus right there with you as you lived life or the Holy Spirit living 
inside of you? 
 
Before you answer that question, remember what Jesus said and I quoted in 
John 16: it is to our advantage that Jesus left and sent the Holy Spirit to us! 
And so we go forward living in the power of the Spirit. But it does not mean it 
will always be easy. There will always be things that distract us from doing 
what we are called to do. 
 
Vs. 6  The old adage goes, “There is no such thing as a dumb question.” I 
live by that, I think you can always ask questions. But there is a wrong time to 
ask them. For instance: Wife to Husband: Where do you want to go on 
vacation next summer? Good question. But if it is asked during the 4th quarter 
of the Super Bowl, they might not expect a thought out answer. 
 
The disciples ask a question. They ask if this was the time when Jesus was 
going to restore the nation of Israel. Good question, wrong time to ask the 
question. I say it was the wrong time because they were just told by Jesus to 
go to Jerusalem and wait for the Holy Spirit who we know would be the One 
to lead them into all truth. 
 
I think they still had some glimmer of hope that Jesus was going to free Israel 
from the tyranny of Rome and initiate their physical earthly kingdom right 
there and then. The idea of this church thing was really a mystery to them at 
this point. How Does Jesus answer them? 
 
Vs. 7–8  Here we go. The answer of Jesus is that they do not need to worry 
about the timing of all that stuff, because He had a job for them to do. And as 
Jesus answers them, I want you to notice the language of the text. His 
emphasis was not necessarily on the places they were to go, but His emphasis 
was on them!  
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YOU will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon YOU; and YOU 
shall be MY witnesses . . . get it? The emphasis was upon the followers of 
Jesus. It wasn’t on some sort of special strategy. It wasn’t on some sort of 40-
day plan of purpose to reach your community. The emphasis was upon THEM 
being the people that they were called to be! 
 
And as they were the people they were called to be, no matter where they 
went, they would take the message of Jesus to all places. There is a 
broadening circle of influence starting at Jerusalem and going outward. And 
the book of Acts actually follows this motion for evangelism. First it starts in 
Jerusalem, then Judea, then Samaria, and even to the remotest parts of the 
earth (I called that Kansas). 
 
The emphasis was on THEM being the WITNESSES, EVERYWHERE they 
went. And that is the emphasis that I want to make with you this morning. Our 
mission that all Christians are called to be part of has to do with WHO we are. 
That will overflow into what we do—no matter where we go. 
 
Have you ever thought this? God doesn’t have you at your place of 
employment to make a buck, but to be His witness. Students: God does not 
have you at your school to gain an education, but to be His witness (that 
doesn’t mean you don’t have to study). Wherever you find yourself, YOU are 
the witness. YOU are the missionary!  
 
 On those business trips 
 At that store getting groceries 
 On that airplane sitting next to some stranger 
 On that public transportation 
 At that dinner with that certain waiter or waitress 
 In your car in traffic when you get cut off by that other car 
 
Let’s be honest, it is easy to be part of missions when it is across the ocean, 
but difficult when it is in our backyard.  
 
“It all sounds too familiar. Sometimes we would prefer to die for Jesus than to 
live for him. If someone had the power to kill us for our profession of faith, I 
imagine that most Christians would say, ‘Yes, I am a believer in Jesus Christ,’ 
even if it meant death. The threat of torture might make people think twice, 
but I think most Christians would acknowledge Christ. However, if making a 
decision for Jesus means that we might spend years being unpopular, ignored, 
poor, or criticized, then there are masses of Christians who temporarily put 
their faith on the shelf . . . In other words, kill me, but don’t keep me from 
being liked, appreciated, or respected . . . Aren’t the most popular mission 
trips the ones that take us far from our own neighborhood? Russia is easy; 
our own neighborhood is a constant challenge.”1 
                                                

1 Welch, Edward T. When People Are Big and God is Small. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R 
Publishing, 1997), 39–40. 
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Can I just say that we have been given the greatest job ever! The career that 
you have been working on is really your secondary job. Your Witness of 
Jesus is first. We Are All Witnesses—and that’s something greater than some 
basketball player. So, how do we become that person that we know we need 
to be so we can be the best missionaries we can be for Jesus? In order to help 
all of us, let me suggest to you 6 IDEAS TO HELP BEING ON MISSION FOR 
JESUS. 
 
1. Walk With Jesus Daily 
 
I am sorry that this isn’t too original. But if you want to BE the person that 
God wants you to be, to be on a mission for Him, you have to spend time 
daily with Jesus. Remember what changed the disciples was their constant 
time spent with their Savior. 
 
Read Your Bible—some of you haven’t even picked it up in the past three 
weeks since we have been talking about this. I know this is going to offend 
people, but how can we call ourselves Christian if we never pick up our Bible 
and spend time with our savior? 
 
Why will spending time with Jesus daily help you on mission? Because we 
always talk about those things that we love! If something is important to us, 
we talk about it. 
 
Illustration: My Mom Teaching At Lakewood Park 
• There is not a time when I talk to my mom that she does not talk about 

her school or students. Over and over and over and over . . . get the point? 
Obsessively talking about her school. 

• Why? Because she loves that school! 
 
And if we spend time with Jesus every day, we grow deeper in love with Him, 
we will talk about Him with anyone that will listen. 
 
2. Study the Example of Jesus 
 
Jesus gives us the perfect example of what it means to be a missionary. Read 
the book of John sometime and make note of the references to Jesus being 
sent. For instance, here is a small sample: 
 
 “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His 

work” (4:34). 
 “He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent 

Him.” (5:23) 
 “I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” (5:30) 
 “And the Father who sent Me” (5:37) 
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 “You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him 
whom He sent” (5:38) 

 “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will 
of Him who sent Me.” (6:38) 

 “For a little while longer I am with you, then I go to Him who sent Me.” 
(7:33) 

 “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and 
have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but 
He sent Me.” (8:42) 

 “He who believes in Me, does not believe in Me but in Him who sent 
Me.” (12:44) 

 
Over 40 times alone in the book of John, Jesus makes note that He was sent 
on a mission. Now, ready for this? The Apostle John saw a very close 
relationship on what Jesus was sent to do and what we are sent to do. In Jesus’ 
prayer for His disciples, He prays: 
 
 John 17:18  “18 "As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them 

into the world.” 
 
And then John records one of the last statements of Jesus to His disciples: 
 
 John 20:21  “21 So Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the 

Father has sent Me, I also send you." 
 
If we believe in the Incarnation, then we have to say that we are sent in the 
same way that Jesus was sent. To give up of our life for others. To sacrifice. 
To be humble. To not hold onto the things of the world. To cross social 
barriers. One author said it like this: 
 
“Just as Jesus left heaven to enter into culture on the earth, Jesus’ people are 
to do the same and not merely remain in community with people of their own 
gender, race, income level, nationality, and the like . . . Just as Jesus did not 
merely come only to do good works for the needy but primarily to save lost 
people, Jesus’ people are likewise to pursue lost people for evangelistic 
friendships.”2 
 
Do you know what this means? Christian, we are sent as a missionary as 
much as Jesus was. What would it be like if we had missions updates from 
those living in Middlefied, Claridon, Chardon, Burton, Huntsberg and so on?  
 
3. Pray For A Heart For Your Community 
 
How much do you pray for your neighbor?  
Beg God for a heart for those in your community? 
                                                

2 Driscoll, Mark & Breshears, Gerry. Doctrine: What Christians Should Believe. (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway, 2010), 241. 
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Ask God who He wants you to reach? 
 
Not sure where you are going to do this, but find a place that has lots of 
people and sit and watch them. Become a people watcher (not a stalker, a 
watcher). Pray for them as you see them. Pray that you would weep over the 
hurting in your community. 
 
4. Engage Your Community 
 
If you want to reach lost people, you have to be where lost people are. 
 
 John 17:15  “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep 

them from the evil one.” 
 
Jesus knew that in order for His disciples to be His witnesses, they were going 
to have to engage the world. They have to be around people who do not know 
about Jesus in order to win them to Jesus. 
 
We cannot be a secret club. We cannot be a group of people that is scared of 
the immoral, impure people of the world. We do not do what they do, but that 
does not mean we avoid them either. I think many times in the church people 
become scared and surprised that unregenerate people do immoral things. 
 
Listen, please do not be surprised that unsaved people do unsaved things. So 
would you if not for the grace of God! So would I! 
 
5. Give Your Money & Resources Away 
 
Do you know the #1 reason why we struggle to be on mission for Jesus? 
Because we are so focused on the temporal instead of the eternal. We think 
about the here and now instead of eternity. 
 
Illustration: Everything we have in boxes 
• There are certainly some things we miss, but we are functional without all 

that stuff. 
 
6. Avoid Delay! 
 
Look back at Acts 1:9–11  
 
They were told to go to Jerusalem and I am sure that when Jesus ascended, it 
must have been quite a sight. Many thoughts must have been running through 
their minds. Then all of a sudden, two men appear in the sky and ask them 
“why are you standing here looking into the sky?” They say that Jesus will 
come back in the same manner in which He left. What’s the implication—get 
busy! Quit looking up into the sky, and go, be obedient to what He has called 
you to do. 
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Have you ever ignored God’s prodding in your heart? We all have. We have 
all been in a situation when we know the Spirit of God is implanting in our 
minds something we should do that will increase our mission for Jesus and we 
delay and then the opportunity is no longer available. 
 
Illustration: Letter from Josh Friesen about Evangelism 
• Just thought I'd update you on our Way of the Master training. This week 

our assignment is to actually go and witness to someone. I decided I didn't 
want to put it off until next weekend because I didn't want to give the 
devil opportunity to discourage me all week from doing so. So after lunch 
Sunday I asked Cynthia to pray for me, jumped in the van with some 
millions, and headed downtown. I didn't realize downtown would be so 
dead Sunday afternoon. There were a few restaurants and a couple of 
shops open but not much commotion, but a few people wandering about. 
Just how I wanted it for my first time, no big crowds, only some one on 
one opportunities. I asked God's help and guidance, got out of the van and 
went to find my one witnessing encounter. In the span of about 1 hour 
though, I got to share the Gospel with 3 different people. I was able to go 
thru the entire message in all three encounters! All 3 went fairly well, one 
person was very honest and eager to listen, and I'm pretty sure she went 
home and seriously thought about things. Like Carol talked about last 
night, it is amazing what God can and will do thru us if we just make 
ourselves available and willing to allow Him to work thru us for His 
purposes. Yesterday, God taught me a very valuable, eye-opening lesson 
on the truth that "I can do ALL things thru Christ, who strengthens me". 
A month ago there would have been no way I would have gone out to 
street witness. It was awesome, Thad! 

 
Don’t delay. You never know how much time you might have to reach out 
and be the person that God has called you to be. And when all is said and 
done, listen to what is going to happen: 
 
 2 Corinthians 5:10  “10 For we must all appear before the judgment 

seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” 

 
This will be the largest and most personal missions update ever as we give an 
account of what we have done in the body—whether we have done well on 
our mission by Jesus. 
 
Conclusion: Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 
• Jesus, I my cross have taken, all to leave and follow Thee; 

Destitute, despised, forsaken, Thou from hence my all shall be; 
Perish every fond ambition, all I've sought, and hoped or known; 
Yet how rich is my condition, God and heaven are still my own! 
 

• Let the world despise and leave me, they have left my Savior too; 
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Human hearts and looks deceive me; Thou art not, like man, untrue; 
And, while Thou shalt smile upon me, God of wisdom, love and might, 
Foes may hate and friends may shun me; show Thy face and all is bright. 
 

• Go, then, earthly fame and treasure! Come, disaster, scorn and pain! 
In Thy service, pain is pleasure; with Thy favor, loss is gain. 
I have called Thee, "Abba, Father;" I have set my heart on Thee: 
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather, all must work for good to me. 
 

• Hasten on from grace to glory, armed by faith, and winged by prayer; 
Heaven's eternal day's before me, God's own hand shall guide me there. 
Soon shall close my earthly mission, swift shall pass my pilgrim days; 
Hope shall change to glad fruition, faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 

 
ASK THE MEN TO COME FORWARD FOR COMMUNION: 
 
What we do here this morning carries no further grace from God. This is a 
time for us to come and remember, reflect, and proclaim what Christ has done 
for us in our salvation. 
 
We have bread and juice, and these are to be a memorial for what Jesus did 
when He went to the cross. This is a time of remembrance for Christians. We 
celebrate an open communion, which means that if you’re a believer, please 
join us in celebrating Christ’s death. You do not have to be a member of our 
church; you do not even have to be a regular attendee, just a believer in Christ 
and part of the universal church as we talked about this morning.  
 
Warning: 1 Corinthians 11 says that you should not take this table in an 
unworthy manner, that is, you should not come here with unconfessed sin, 
harboring bitterness to others, or if you are unsure if you’re a Christian. We 
are going to sing some songs, if you need to deal with the Lord some more, do 
it. There is no shame in passing the plate by and not taking. Resist the 
temptation to take these elements simply because others next to you are doing 
so.  
 
PRAYER FOR BREAD: 
 
 I Corinthians 11:23-24  “23 For I received from the Lord that which I 

also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 

 
PRAYER FOR CUP: 
 
 I Corinthians 11:25-26  “25 In the same way He took the cup also after 

supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 26 For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He 
comes.” 
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