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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
February 20, 2011 

 
RETRO, 02 

Looking Back At PREACHING  
So We Can Look Forward To LISTENING 

Selected Scriptures 
 
Introduction: Dissertation Topic 
• As many of you might know, last May I graduated with my doctorate of 

ministries. As I went through that program over the course of 4–5 years, I 
was confronted with a major question: what was I going to write my 
dissertation on? 

• You may not know, but when you go through a program like that, the last 
thing usually is a 200–250 paper about some topic of interest. I had many 
things I wanted to write on, but one thing kept coming back to my mind. 
What does it mean to listen to preaching? How can someone become a 
better listener? 

• And if you think about it, what we are doing here today is somewhat an 
interesting event. I am standing up here talking and you are sitting there 
listening (well, hopefully, that is the goal). 

 
Over the years, there have been some inside the church that have tried to say 
that preaching is not important any more. They have said things like it doesn’t 
work to a postmodern culture. They say things like it is impossible for people 
to sit still for that long and understand what the preacher is saying. They say it 
is out of style. 
 
This morning, I hope to show you that preaching should be in style. I hope to 
show you as we look back at the Scriptures, that preaching was and is God’s 
intended method of instruction to the church. Because of that, we should be 
driven to be diligent listeners of preaching each and every week. 
 
And so I wrote 250 pages on how someone can become a better listener to 
preaching. Towards the end of it, I had a friend of mine read it and he 
encouraged me to send it to a certain publisher and I was shocked when it was 
picked up. I guess this is a very shameless plug, by my dissertation was 
published last March (Helping Johnny Listen). The purpose of the book is to 
help the ordinary person sitting in the ordinary church listen to the ordinary 
sermon. I want to help you.  
 
Maybe at some point, we will do an entire series on this topic, but for now, I 
want to show you why a book like that is important. Not really trying to 
promote my book, but what I want you to realize is that as we move forward 
as a church, we need to understand why we preach! And specifically, why we 
preach the Bible! Most Sundays you will find us focusing on just one passage, 
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but this morning we will be flipping all over the place. I hope you have your 
fingers ready to go. Ready? 
 
 2 Timothy 4:1–4 [open & read] 
 
Remember what we talked about last week? Some of the last words we have 
from him to his dear friend are that the Bible is from God (meaning it is 
authoritative) and that it is sufficient to meet every need we will have. It is 
important at this point to remember that division breaks in the Scriptures are 
not inspired, but publishers put them there. One of his last solemn imperatives 
to his dear friend was that he preaches that inspired and profitable Word.  
 
He tells them there will be a time when people will not want to listen to the 
preaching of God’s Word. But he was not to waver; he was to stay the course. 
Think about it, if Paul had any concept that doing this was ineffective or 
doesn’t cut it, do you think that his dying wish would be for his protégé to 
keep doing it?  
 
In reality, Paul is telling Timothy at the end of his life to keep preaching 
because that is what Paul built his ministry upon—preaching! It was the 
practice of his ministry? 
  
 1 Thessalonians 2:13 [open] 
 
What was it that they received and accepted as the Word of God from Paul? It 
was a message; it was a sermon; it was preaching! Essential to Paul’s view 
was the conviction that what he preached was not his message, but God’s 
message. He was driven because he saw himself as God’s mouthpiece and 
that what he spoke was God’s Word. 
 
When a preacher, someone who stands up to talk about the Bible, as they are 
faithful to opening this book and explaining this book and telling what this 
book has to say about our life—the words that they lay out for us are what 
God has to say to us. I want to be very abundantly clear: when I preach to 
you, it is not that Thad Bergmeier is powerful, but that as I am faithful to the 
message of the Bible, the message is powerful.  
 
BIG IDEA: GOD STILL SPEAKS BY WHAT HE HAS SPOKEN THROUGH HIS 
WORD AND AS THE PREACHER AND LISTENER ARE WORKING IN HARMONY 
WITH EACH OTHER, GOD IS HEARD & UNDERSTOOD! 
 
Let me do my best to unpack this for you this morning by focusing on that 
first part—I want to deal with the preaching side of the equation primarily this 
morning. I want to give you a defense for why I will preach! I want to give 
you a defense for why CBC must be continually committed forever to the 
preaching of God’s Word. 
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FIRST, I WILL PREACH BECAUSE GOD IS A PREACHER! From the 
beginning of time, God has been a preacher. He has been a communicator to 
mankind. Remember the very beginning of the Bible? How does everything 
start? It starts by a message, by God speaking. 
 
 Genesis 1:3 – “Then God said…” 
 Genesis 1:6 – “Then God said…” 
 Genesis 1:9 – “Then God said…” 
 
Sixteen times in Genesis 1, we have recorded that God communicated with 
His Word His purpose and plan for creation. From that moment on, creation 
has told us about God and that message about Him still speaks, doesn’t it? 
 
 Psalm 33:6, 9  “6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

and by the breath of His mouth all their host . . . 9 For He spoke, and it 
was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.” 

 
Charles Spurgeon has said, “the sun, moon, and stars are God’s traveling 
preachers” because everywhere they go they tell about God and they go 
everywhere on this earth. 
 
God spoke in creation and eventually as you make our way through the 
history of the world, we find that God preaches the Law to people. Right from 
the very beginning, God commanded Adam & Eve to not eat of one tree or 
they would die. It was a very serious message. So serious was this message, 
that when the Serpent in the garden came to Eve to tempt her, remember what 
he said? “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the 
garden’?” (Gen 3:1).  
 
In his own little sermon, Satan questions the message of God. And now Eve 
(and then Adam) believed the message of Satan instead of God’s message 
about what would be best for them. And then sin entered the world. By the 
way, this is the Enemy’s tactic all the time, to make us question the message 
of God. 
 
Of course eventually, God speaks the Ten Commandments and the specifics 
of the Law to His people Israel, which they are continually unable to listen to. 
Have you ever wondered why God gave some of those specific commands in 
the OT? We are told in the NT that the purpose of the Law was to show the 
need. It was to show that we are sinners and like our way. Which takes us to 
the greatest message God ever preached. 
 
 Hebrews 1:1–2 [open] 
 
Did you get that? God’s message used to be through many different means—
dreams, visions, prophets, and angels. But His last communication was 
through His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus is referred to as the Word in the book of 
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John. Why is this term “Word” used of Jesus? There are many theological 
reasons, but let me just simply suggest one that we can understand.  
 
Could it be that God uses this term to say that His ultimate message to 
mankind would be a physical message, in the person and work of Jesus? The 
message that God wanted to get across was ultimately Jesus! Why? To reveal 
Himself and bridge the gap between Him and man that has been caused 
because of sin. 
 
 John 1:18  “18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God 

who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.” 
 
And so Jesus became God’s living sermon! And of course, we saw last week 
that this book is the result of being God-breathed. It is His message for all 
generations so that we can learn and know about Him. I will preach first and 
foremost because God is a preacher! 
 
SECOND, I WILL PREACH BECAUSE GOD CALLS PREACHERS! God 
preaches and He has always called and used others as His instruments to 
preach for Him. At some times in history, God has used angels as His 
preaching instruments. Abraham was stopped from killing his son Isaac 
because an angel interrupted him (Gen. 22:11–12). Mary was told of her 
impending pregnancy from an angel (Luke 1:26–33). 
 
God has even used animals as his instruments of communicating His message. 
If you want a great story, check out Balaam and his donkey in Numbers 22. 
My favorite part of that story was after the donkey speaks a message to 
Balaam, he answers. Why he didn’t just fall of the donkey will always be a 
mystery to me. 
 
God used angels, animals, and of course, he has called people to be his 
preachers. Throughout the OT, men He had chosen proclaimed His message; 
they are called prophets.  
 
 Deuteronomy 18:18–19  “18 'I will raise up a prophet from among their 

countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall 
speak to them all that I command him. 19 'It shall come about that whoever 
will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will 
require it of him.” 

 
As the prophet was saying, “Thus says the Lord”, it was exactly like the Lord 
was preaching it to the people! The Lord put the words into their mouths. 
They preached God’s message as God’s instruments! But what about today? 
 
Well, in some sense, God has now called all Christians to preach. Hang with 
me as I try to explain what I mean. We are all called in the purpose of 
evangelism, to preach the message of the truth of Jesus with others. 
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 Romans 10:14–17  “14 How then will they call on Him in whom they 

have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not 
heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will they 
preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, "HOW BEAUTIFUL 
ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD 
THINGS!" 16 However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah 
says, "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?" 17 So faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” 

 
“Paul is saying that if God did not send preachers no one could hear, if no 
one could hear no one could believe, if no one could believe no one could call 
on the Lord, and if no one could call on Him no one could be saved.”1 
 
All Christians are called to preach the name of Jesus so that His name would 
be exalted. His Word will go forth and for some reason, He wants to use you 
and me in the process. We will talk about this in a few weeks, when we deal 
with our mission. We have the opportunity to preach for Him, every one of us. 
And while we are all called to preach, He has called certain people to be 
preachers! 
 
That might sound like a contradiction or a matter of semantics. I mean, what 
is the difference between preaching and being a preacher? Let me illustrate it 
with some everyday examples. 
 
Illustration:  Playing Golf & Being a Golfer 
• Playing football and being a football player 
• Playing basketball and being a basketball player 
• Going hunting and being a hunter 
 
For the one, it is something that they enjoy doing, for the other, it is their life. 
It is everything to them. And in fact, they have been given some sort of 
special ability to accomplish that which they are.  
 
For us, we have all been called to preach, but there are some who are called to 
be preachers! 
 
 Acts 8:4–5 [open & read] 
 
Vs. 4 – preaching is “euaggelizo”, meaning, “to announce good news” 
Vs. 5 – proclaiming is “kerusso”, meaning “to herald or proclaim” 
“That is the position then, that every Christian should be capable of doing 
what is indicated in the fourth verse, but that only some are called upon to do 
what is indicated in the fifth verse. In the New Testament this distinction is 

                                                
1 MacArthur, John. Romans 9-16. (Chicago, IL:  Moody, 1994), 83 
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drawn very clearly; certain people only are set apart and called upon to 
deliver the message, as it were, on behalf of the Church in an official 
manner.”2 
 
So, God has called certain people with an internal desire and an external 
giftedness to be a preacher. This is one main reason I am here. I feel called by 
God to preach. 
 
THIRD, I WILL PREACH BECAUSE GOD INSTRUCTS PREACHERS! What I 
mean by this is God has given the mandate to preachers for who they should 
be and what they should do. When God gifts certain men to be preachers, He 
also instructs them to take the calling very seriously.  
 
For instance, God tells us in His Word that the most important thing for a 
preacher is not his ability, but his character. He is to live the Word of God in 
his life. People often ask the question, do you practice what you preach? I like 
to think of it like this, I only preach what I am practicing. If what I stand up 
here and communicate to you isn’t actively engaging my life, then this 
message will be shallow! 
 
Character will be what will impact you. Yes, the illustrations will help you 
understand. Yes, well thought out applications of God’s truth will help. But 
the character of the preacher is extremely important. This is why I would beg 
for your prayer. 
 
You know, when you read the calling for elders or pastors in 1 Timothy 3 or 
Titus 1, what you find is primarily character issues. It tells me that God cares 
more for whom we are than for what we can do. 
 
 1 Timothy 4:15–16  “Take pains with these things; be absorbed in 

them, so that your progress will be evident to all. Pay close attention to 
yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this 
you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.” 

 
God calls the preacher to take pains at keeping his life an example to others. 
But also to his teaching. This means that God is instructing preachers to take 
the study of the Word of God very seriously. 
 
 2 Timothy 2:14–15 [open & read] 
 
When it comes to the study of this Word, we need to get it right. We need to 
do our work so that we get what it says. Some of you asked if I was nervous 
last week. I never really get nervous at standing before people anymore, but I 
do get a bit nervous before God that I would be saying something that is not 

                                                
2 Lloyd-Jones, Martyn. Preaching & Preachers. (Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan, 1971), 102–3. 
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right. I never want the sermon to be trivial or flippant. It is a serious time. 
That does not mean we cannot laugh. It does not mean we do not use humor.  
 
Approved to God—audience of one. The man does it for God, not to produce 
a sermon. The preacher wants to be approved to God, but he does so when he 
is diligent to handle the Word of God. He is instructed to cut it straight, 
meaning to get it right. 
 
This is really, really important. In reality, a good theology of preaching hinges 
in this one fact—is the preacher interpreting the Bible correctly? If I make 
statements like it is God’s message for you and I am misinterpreting the text 
of the Scriptures, I have missed something. The power of the sermon is found 
in the meaning of the text. 
 
The preacher is instructed by God to live a life of character, to take the 
message seriously, and then . . . this is where we bridge the gap. Ready? He is 
to make the message of God verbal! The preacher is to take that which was 
once preached by God, written down into paper & ink and now re-preach it. 
He is to once again make the message of God oral! 
 
Kerusso—One of the main Greek terms that is translated “to preach or 
proclaim” in the NT. It is verbal. It is like the person shouting from the 
rooftops. And the preacher is to not share, not discuss, not have a 
conversation, but to preach or proclaim the message of God’s Word. Why? 
Because if they have the text of the Scriptures correctly, I want you to get it! 
 
And now we are back where we started in 2 Timothy 4—Preach the Word! 
Reprove, rebuke, exhort . . . do these terms seem like this is a quiet ordeal? Of 
course not! Why? Because at the heart of preaching, what I am doing when I 
stand up here is that I am trying to give the Word of God for the purpose of 
calling you to change your life. Martyn Lloyd-Jones has said: 
 
“Any true definition of preaching must say that that man is there to deliver 
the message of God, a message from God to those people. If you prefer the 
language of Paul, he is ‘an ambassador for Christ’. That is what he is. He has 
been sent, he is a commissioned person, and he is standing there as the 
mouthpiece of God and of Christ to address these people. In other words he is 
not there merely to talk to them, he is not there to entertain them. He is there 
– and I want to emphasise this – to do something to those people; he is there 
to produce results of various kinds, he is there to influence people. He is not 
merely to influence a part of them; he is not only to influence their minds, or 
only their emotions, or merely to bring pressure to bear upon their wills and 
to induce them to some kind of activity. He is there to deal with the whole 
person; and his preaching is meant to affect the whole person at the very 
centre of life. Preaching should make such a difference to a man who is 
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listening that he is never the same again. Preaching, in other words, is a 
transaction between the preacher and the listener.”3 
 
FOURTH, I WILL PREACH BECAUSE GOD DOES HIS WORK THROUGH HIS 
SPIRIT! God preaches, calls preachers, and instructs preachers to preach and 
all that would be null and void if God does not send His Spirit to help in the 
process. 
 
I don’t think I could stand up here week after week if I didn’t believe that God 
was at work when His Word is preached. He has said it will not return void 
(Isa. 55:11). In the book of John, the Spirit is referred to as the Spirit of Truth. 
It is the Spirit of God that will come and instruct us in the ways of His truth. It 
has been said by some that “only the Holy Spirit could take the word from the 
ear into the human heart.” 
 
And so I preach! It is the biblical model of communicating God’s message. It 
does not mean it is not communicated through other means. I mean, there are 
some places I have been before that worships the act of preaching. That is not 
what I am saying. What I am saying is that as long as I am here, I am going to 
be committed to standing up front and explaining the Bible to you. Okay? 
 
I entitled this “Looking back at preaching so we can look forward to 
listening.” If my responsibility is to preach, guess what your responsibility is 
to do? Listen! Not listen to me, but listen to God as He speaks through His 
Word through me. My prayer most Sundays is that you would not see me, but 
that I would simply be the mouthpiece of God. So, how can you look forward 
to listening? 
 
Do you still have your finger in 2 Timothy? Look back at chapter 4 . . . do you 
see in vs. 3 that the time will come when some will want to have their ears 
tickled and not want to listen to God through the preaching of His Word? I 
think, vs. 1—the accountability of the presence of God and Christ Jesus who 
judges the living and the dead—stands not only as a warning to the preacher, 
but also to the listener.  
 
It means that those who listen are also to stand warned. God is going to hold 
you accountable to your listening to the same degree that He will hold 
preachers accountable to their preaching! So, how can you become a better 
listener? 
 
First, Make Sure You’re a Christian. If you want to listen effectively to God 
through the preaching of His Word, you must be a Christian. Here are the 
words of Jesus as He talked to the Pharisee’s. 
 

                                                
3 Lloyd-Jones, 53. 
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 John 8:43, 47  “43 "Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is 
because you cannot hear My word . . . 47 "He who is of God hears the 
words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not 
of God." 

 
“God’s true people are those who hear God speaking to them.” 4  
 
 John 10:26–27  “26 "But you do not believe because you are not of My 

sheep. 27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 
Me;” 

 
 John 8:47  “47 "He who is of God hears the words of God; for this 

reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God." 
 
God’s people listen to Him. Those who are regenerated listen to Him. Let’s be 
honest, maybe the reason church has always been boring to you and you never 
get anything out of the sermon is not because the preacher is boring but you 
have never come to the point of giving up your life and trusting in Jesus? 
Maybe you need to repent of your sins and give your life in faith to Jesus as 
your only hope of salvation! 
 
Second, Realize Sin Will Affect Your Listening. When you let sin into your life 
and allow it to remain there, that sin begins to dull your sensitivity to respond 
to the words of Jesus. In many ways, that is what the people of Israel went 
through. In fact, listen to what was said about them. 
 
 Ezekiel 33:30–32  “ 31They come to you as people come, and sit before 

you as My people and hear your words, but they do not do them, for they 
do the lustful desires expressed by their mouth, and their heart goes after 
their gain. 32 "Behold, you are to them like a sensual song by one who has 
a beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument; for they hear your 
words but they do not practice them. 

 
The message of God to them was like a sensual song that was beautiful—they 
hear it externally, but it does nothing for them. Today, refuse to become the 
person who sits under a teaching that becomes like background music in their 
ears. Do not let God’s Word and the preaching event become like elevator 
music—you know what that’s like. You hear it, but you really do not hear it.  
 
So, repent! Cry out to the one who forgives. Take your sin to Jesus and cast it 
before Him. He is a good God and will forgive. Why is this important? 
Because the longer you allow it to fester in your life, the deeper the roots of 
sin will grow in your life. The deeper the roots, the harder it will be to deal 
with your sin. And the duller you will become to the message of God. 
 
                                                
4 Mohler Jr, R. Albert.  He is Not Silent.  (Chicago, Illinois:  Moody Press, 2008), 58. 
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Illustration:  Pine Trees 
• In the first house I owned, two pine trees about 2 feet tall out back, it took 

one good kick to knock them over. 
• At my second house, there were 20-foot pine trees and it took 3 guys 

about 6 hours of hard labor to get rid of those trees. 
• The older the trees, the harder to get rid of them. The same is true with 

our sin. We become gradually and gradually hardened by our sin. 
 
Third, Come To Church Prepared. There are many things that can affect your 
physical and spiritual ability to listen to the sermon. Think about some of the 
things you can do in order to come prepared for the preaching of God’s Word. 
 
• Be rested 
• Don’t be hungry 
• Be healthy 
• Avoid distractions 
• Come regularly 
• Come to church with those things you will need—your Bible, a pen, 

paper, and so on. 
• Come worshipping—worship is not a light switch 
• Come expecting the Lord to do something 
• Come to the service hungry for God’s Word—that only happens when 

you have been feasting on it all week long. 
• Don’t hold things against others; come with a forgiving heart. 
 
The list can keep coming. We prepare for many things in life; I wish we 
prepared for church as much as we prepare for vacations or company. 
 
Fourth, Pray For the Lord’s Help. You can’t do it on your own. Pray for Him 
to send the Spirit to lead and guide you into all truth. Pray that the Lord will 
teach you what you need to learn. 
 
Fifth, Just Take One Thing Away Each Week. There are very few sermons that 
I will ever preach (or probably anyone) that will be home runs that will 
change your life. Your life will be changed baby step by baby step. It will be 
changed by one small thing this week and one small thing next week and so 
on, week after week. 
 
On the way home, talk to your spouse and ask them, what one thing did you 
learn that you want to apply to your life this week? What was one thing that 
stood out to you that you think can impact your life this week? 
 
Conclusion: This is a partnership 
• I promise to you to work hard to make the preaching of God’s Word 

something that you can follow and learn from. 
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• Will you promise that you will work equally as hard to listen and apply 
God’s Word in your life? 

• Look, we are on the same team. As I do my job and you do your job, the 
words of God are heard and understood and hopefully obeyed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


