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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
February 13, 2011 

 
RETRO, 01 

Looking Back At AUTHORITY  
So We Can Look Forward To HUMILITY 

2 Timothy 3:14–17  
 
Introduction: The First Sermon! 
• The first sermon. As the old adage goes, you only get one chance to make 

that first impression. As we were leaving Grace in Kansas, there were two 
small groups that got together and had a going away party for us and they 
played a game. They asked the question: What is one thing Thad should 
not say his first Sunday in the pulpit in Ohio. Here were their suggestions 
of things I SHOULD NOT say (so let me say some of them) 

o I would like to use an illustration from L. Ron Hubbard’s book. 
o I am so excited to finally see Ohio State lose in person now. 
o Maize & Blue! 
o I’ll be short because the Bears are on at noon. 
o This sermon went over very well when my wife preached it at our 

last church. 
o Welcome to Grace Bible Church. 
o Three Amish guys walk into a bar… 
o We are happy to be here in Chicago. 
o I plan on converting all of you to Notre Dame fans. 
o As an avid farmer and hunter . . . 
o My first sermon series will be an in-depth study of Song of 

Solomon. 
 
Now, that I might have ruined the first impression let me share with you what 
I do want to talk about this morning. As I said earlier, I want to take about 
four weeks and talk through some different aspects of church that some 
people seem to think are out of date, but I think need to be the norm. We are 
going all RETRO on you, and this morning I want to start by talking about 
AUTHORITY! Like it or not, we all live under authority all the time. We all 
have bosses to some degree or another. And there is probably a bit of us that 
at some levels doesn’t like or appreciate others telling us what to do. 
 
When I say authority this morning, I am not going to get into what your boss 
or neighbor or spouse tells you what to do, I want to deal with God being our 
authority and His Word communicated to us. Think about it, the great God of 
the universe, the God who has had no beginning or end. The God of all time. 
He has revealed Himself to us and written down for generation after 
generation information that He would have us to know and submit to. That’s 
called the Bible and that is what I want to look at this morning. 
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BIG IDEA: THE BIBLE IS GOD’S COMMUNICATION THAT CONTAINS ALL 
THE NECESSARY INFORMATION THAT WE NEED FOR SALVATION, THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE, & CHURCH LIFE. There is nothing that we need in order to 
live the life that would be pleasing to the Lord than what He has given us in 
His Word. As well, as it means that all of Scripture has been given to us so 
that it might help us live the life the Lord would want us to live.  
 
Here is the grace of our Lord God, He did not create us and leave us to our 
own. He did not then even save a group of people and say, “Good luck” living 
life. NO, He has revealed Himself through a timeless message where we can 
learn how to walk with Him in all circumstances of life.  
 
Now, let me tell you what that does not mean: That does not mean that the 
mechanic can go to the Bible to learn how to change a water pump. Or the 
salesman needs to go to the Bible to learn 7 steps to better sales. Or the 
contractor can find the specs of how to build a 12,000 square foot steel 
building. Or the parent can find the proper way to change a diaper. NO, what 
we find in the Scriptures is how to change a water pump, sell, build, or change 
a diaper Christianly! It tells us how to act and respond and live as Christ 
would have acted, lived, and responded. 
 
There is one passage that stands above them all when it comes to the 
Authority of the Scriptures. 
 
 2 Timothy 3:14–17 [open] 
 
Context of 2 Timothy—Dungeon, Death, Baton of Ministry. 
 
Vs. 14–15  Paul is telling Timothy that in contrast to those who have bad 
theology and are there to deceive people to believe false things about God and 
salvation (vs. 13), he was to continue in what he had been taught since 
childhood—the sacred writings. This is a reference to the Scriptures. 
 
Maybe your translation says “sacred writings” or it might say “holy 
scriptures.” We can stand and say the Bible is sacred or holy not because it 
was written or is printed on some sort of special paper, but it is holy because it 
has a special relationship with God—it is His Words.  
 
On vacation last May, we went into the Library of Congress. This book is 
unlike any other book on any shelf at that Library. This is a book that claims 
to be from God Himself. It claims to be His sacred Word. And this book 
claims to be able to have power unlike any other book in the world.  
 
 Hebrews 4:12  “12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper 

than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and 
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.” 
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But it is not just a book that speaks about God; it is a book that changes us. It 
is a book that when it is read and studied, it opens us up. It pierces our heart. 
It judges our thoughts and intentions. It is compared to a sharp two-edged 
sword that can cut through anything.  
 
This Word of God is able to take a person who hates God, hates the church, 
hates Jesus and change them into a meek, mild lover of the things of God. It is 
useful to bring people to saving faith—to change us and save us in our 
standing before God. Here we see in vs. 14–15 that Timothy had a spiritual 
legacy. He was from the time he was a little boy taught the things concerning 
the Word of God. 
 
In Acts 16:1–3 we know that Timothy’s mother was a Jewish believer in God, 
but his father was a Greek, which is meant to reference the fact that he was a 
Gentile, an unbeliever. In 2 Timothy 1:5 we are told that Timothy had a 
sincere faith, which was first in his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice. 
They were Jewish believers in God (Yahweh) and then immediately trusted in 
Jesus once they heard of Him, most likely from Paul on his first missionary 
Journey recorded in Acts 14 where Paul went to the cities of Lystra and Derbe 
and the surrounding cities.   
 
Timothy’s grandmother and mother probably brought him up on the ‘sacred 
writings’, they taught him about God and the law. They taught him about the 
coming Messiah and faith that was needed. Then when Paul pens this, he says 
that what opened Timothy’s eyes were the Scriptures that gave him the 
wisdom to see Jesus and His plan of salvation. We can never get far from the 
reality that the Scriptures are what God uses to bring people to saving faith. 
 
 Psalm 19:7  “7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul…” 
 
This is an important point to get right now—there is no salvation that does not 
come from the preaching or teaching or explaining or understanding of the 
Scriptures. There is no salvation that does not flow from a right understanding 
of what God has revealed to us. That does NOT mean that you will know all 
things in this book before being saved, but it does mean that the Bible is the 
tool that the Holy Spirit uses to open the eyes of unbelieving men and draw 
them to Christ. We are told this specifically in… 
 
 Romans 10:14–17  “14 How then will they call on Him in whom they 

have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not 
heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will they 
preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, "HOW BEAUTIFUL 
ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD 
THINGS!" 16 However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah 
says, "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?" 17 So faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” 
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Faith comes from hearing and hearing by the word of Christ. That is exactly 
the flow of thought that Paul says in vs. 15. Timothy was taught the sacred 
writings…they give the wisdom (opened his eyes)…that leads to salvation, 
which is faith in Jesus Christ. What is the first cog in this procession? It is 
Bible!  
 
Listen, as a ministry for Jesus Christ, we must use the Bible alone! It is all 
that we need. It has all the answers. It has everything that we need to know in 
order to be saved. We don’t need another book written from some 19th 
Century religious leader. We don’t even need a commentary. We don’t need 
study notes at the bottom of our Bibles (which while they might be helpful, 
are NOT inspired). We need the Bible. The Bible alone is our authority. Let’s 
go further . . . why is the Bible all we need? 
 
Vs. 16  This verse stands as a watershed verse when it comes to the 
doctrine of the Scriptures. I mean it gives us a key to unlocking the authority 
of the Bible. We can know its power when we understand that the Bible is 
from God! 
 
“INSPIRED BY GOD” – “Breathed out by God” – Comes from a compound 
word “Theos” (GOD) and “pneustos” (BREATHED OUT OR BLOW).  
Literally it has the idea that all Scripture is breathed into by God. This has to 
do with the inspiration of the Scriptures, that God actually wrote the Bible. It 
is from Him. 
 
First note that it is the Scriptures themselves that are inspired, not the writers 
that are inspired. Second, it should be emphasized that ALL OF SCRIPTURE 
is said to be inspired or to be breathed out by God. 
 
Scripture first of all and above all is from God and about God.  From Genesis 
to Revelation, God reveals His truth, His character, His attributes, and His 
divine plan for the redemption of mankind, whom we know from the 
Scriptures He created in his own image. One theologian has said: 
 
“It is as much God’s Word as if it were spoken audibly from His own mouth.  
If you were literally to hear God’s voice, He would say nothing more, nothing 
less, and nothing different from what He has said in that Book. It is to be 
read, heard, and obeyed as fully as any literally breathed out words of God 
would be.”1 
 
That is important to note because do you notice in vs. 16 that not only are all 
the Scriptures said to be inspired, but they are all said to be profitable? To be 
profitable means specifically to be useful or could we say, sufficient or 
practical? Paul then lists four things that it is profitable:  
                                                
1 Adams, Jay. How To Help People Change. (Grand Rapids: MI, Zondervan, 1986), 26. 
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First, the Bible is useful for teaching. This refers to the content; that the 
content of the Bible is useful to be used for teaching people about God! It is 
used in reference to Divine Truth, that this book & this entire book is useful 
for teaching people about God. 
 
Second, the Bible is useful for reproof. This is the idea of rebuking, to show 
someone his sin and to summon him to repentance. The Scriptures are useful 
for pointing out sin and error in any person’s life. It is like a mirror, the closer 
you look at it, the more flaws you begin to see.   
 
Third, the Bible is useful for correction. This literally means “standing 
something up” or “making something to stand again.” It has the idea of the 
restoration of something to its proper place or condition; of taking something 
that has fallen and helping put it back in the right place. 
 
Illustration: My dad falling off the ladder—dislocating his shoulder 
 
The Bible is profitable to not only to teach us about God, who we are and 
what is wrong & then rebuke us and show us our sin, but it is also profitable 
to show us a way to get restored! The Word of God is not used as some sort of 
prosecuting attorney just meant to knock a person to their knees and humble 
them, but it is also used as a tool to put them back on their feet. 
 
Fourth, the Bible is useful for training in righteousness. So the Bible is not 
only that which we need for teaching, for convicting us, for correcting us, but 
also for training us in righteousness. It is able to build us up in our personal 
walk with God. The Holy Book is profitable to teach you and me about God, 
show us our sin, show a way for us to get out of our sin, and to show us how 
to live holy lives! 
 
This is our authority! The Bible is our authority. That means that no matter 
what we are going to do in the future at CBC, it must be centered and held to 
the Bible as our authority. This book must be “in style!” 
 
Vs. 17  We are told that the purpose of inspiration and sufficiency is that 
the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. This word, 
adequate means ‘capable, fitted, complete, or proficient.’ It could also mean 
‘able to meet all demands.’ So in essence, the result of the inspiration & 
profitableness (usefulness) of the Scriptures is that it makes the man or 
woman of God able to meet all demands in life. 
 
The passage says that he is adequate, equipped for every good work. This is 
the idea of having everything necessary in order to complete a certain task. 
The Scriptures are given to enable any person of God to meet the demands 
that God has placed on him and not only able, but also they give all the 
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resources he needs to go and do it. Without exception, in every case the 
person of God is able to do the good work that God wants them to do.  
 
The anatomy of this word ‘equipped’ is really cool. It was a word that was 
used in the boating industries in those days. When they were getting ready to 
set sail they would sit down and make a list of all the things that could 
possibly be needed and then stored them on board. They might have brought 
extra sails in case one was ripped. The ship would have been “thoroughly 
rigged out.” Of course even in that, there was the potential that they could 
have gotten out on the open sea and not foreseen what they needed.  
 
Illustration: My trip to Canada 
 
“But God, the omniscient One, Who knows the end from the beginning, 
controls every contingency of history.  When, therefore, He rigged out His 
‘men of God’ for their work, He neglected nothing.  In the pages of Scripture 
are stowed every principle they might ever need to perform their tasks.”2 
 
It contains everything that we might ever need, because it was written by the 
One who knew eternity from beginning to end before it was created. The 
Bible is a book that is profitable for us. It was not given for our simple 
amusement or to satisfy our intellectual curiosity. It was given to change our 
lives.  
 
The Bible is a practical book! It contains all that is necessary for life and 
godliness. There is no place or situation in which we might find ourselves, no 
demand that arises in our life for which the Scriptures, being from God and 
authoritative because of that, are not adequate and sufficient to meet needs.  
 
What this is saying is that if we have the Bible and only the Bible there will 
never be a situation in which we will not know how to act, evaluate our heart, 
or know how we should respond. This is for us individually & for us as a 
church corporately. It demands us to submit to it. Thus, my point this morning 
that we need to look back at AUTHORITY so we can look forward in 
HUMILITY. 
 
As we walk forward as a church, we need to walk with humility in submission 
to the Bible. Not tradition. Not experience. But the Bible! So, are we ready? 
Let me finish in the rest of our time this morning by giving you some 
diagnosis of your heart. How do you know if you are humbly ready for the 
Bible (and God) to be your authority? Let me give you several examples of 
what it means to let your life be ruled by the authority of the Scriptures. 
 
First, We Display Humility When We Read The Bible! There is no way to get 
around asking this question, you knew it was probably coming at some point: 
                                                
2 Ibid., 31. 
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Do you read your Bible? What I mean is have you this week picked up your 
copy of that sufficient & inspired Word that we have just talked about and 
read from it? Have you given your life as an audience before it’s sword?  
 
Listen, people ask me all the time for book ideas as to what they can go 
through for a Bible study and I seem to always be drawn back to the Bible. Go 
through the Bible. Put down other books if you do not read the Scriptures. 
 
Now I know that many will not like what I am about to say. I understand that 
people are in different places in their spiritual walks. I understand that some 
people will have more time than others. But what I do not understand is when 
people say that they believe the Bible has everything they need in order to live 
a life pleasing to the Lord and they say they want to live a life pleasing to the 
Lord, and they never pick up their Bibles on a regular basis and just read it! 
J.C. Ryle has said: 
 
“I fear we are in danger of forgetting that to have the Bible is one thing, and 
to read it quite another . . . In one house it lies in a corner, stiff, cold, glossy, 
and fresh as it was when it came from the bookseller’s shop. In another it lies 
on a table, with its owners name written in it—a silent witness against him 
day after day. In another it lies on some high shelf, neglected and dusty, to be 
brought down only on grand occasions, such as a birth in the family, like a 
heathen idol at its yearly festival. In another it lies deep down at the bottom of 
some box or drawer, among the things not wanted, and is never dragged forth 
into the light of day, until the arrival of sickness, the doctor, and death. Ah! 
These things are sad and solemn. But they are true.”3 
 
Illustration: Startling Statistics—recent Gallop poll 
• 16% of Americans say that they read the Bible every day (I actually find 

that a very high statistic) 
• 21% say they read it weekly 
• 12% say they read the Bible monthly 
• 10% say less than monthly 
• 41% say that they rarely or never read the Bible 
• Those are interesting, but what about those who claim to be Christians: 

Less than 10% of professing Christians have read the entire Bible 
 
Which leads me to this Christian: If we believe the Bible is our authority and 
is sufficient to meet every spiritual need we have, if we believe it is enough to 
help us know God, obey God, live for God, and walk with God—are we 
submitting our lives to it? We can’t do that if we don’t read it. We can’t obey 
what we do not know! 
 

                                                
3 Ryle, J. C. How Readest Thou? (Moscow: Charles Nolan Publishers), 33–4.  
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The Bible is our textbook. Can you imagine if our place of employment had a 
main textbook that contained all the information that we would need in order 
to be a good employee and we never took time to look at it? We would say 
that we are careless as an employee, wouldn’t we? It would be like… 
 
 Mechanic who does not read a car manual 
 Insurance agent who does not read the specs of the insurance policy 
 Teacher who does not read a textbook 
 Franchise owner of McDonalds who does not want to read the franchise 

book. 
 
If the only result of this message is that you go home and make a plan to start 
reading your Bible more because you say it is sufficient, then it will be 
effective.   
 
Second, We Display Humility When We Seek The Bible! This is the step past 
reading them; it is using them as our counselor. When something is going on 
in our life, where do we run to for help? It is great to get help from other 
people, but remember this: if we say the Bible is what God has given us so 
that we can walk with Him, do we think we should automatically run to a 
friend or the One who really has the answers? 
 
Mom—when your day is just not going well, the kids are screaming, your 
husband is not around, nothing is going right—where do you run? How about 
running to the ultimate counselor found in the Word of God? 
 
Dad—when your boss is just picking on you, where do you run? Student—
when you are having friend problems, where do you run? When you become 
frustrated with your government, where do you run? When you think you are 
getting the short straw in life, where do you run for the answers on how to 
act? YOU RUN TO THE SUFFICIENT WORD THAT COMES FROM A 
SUFFICIENT GOD! 
 
Can I ask you another question: what are you more shaped by, your 
experiences or the Scriptures? There is a great passage that helps us with this 
to show us the sufficiency of Scripture. Do you remember when Jesus told the 
story of the Rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19–31? 
 
They both die, the rich man going to torment and the Lazarus, the poor man, 
going to be with Abraham. The rich man was in such extreme torment that he 
begged for Abraham to send Lazarus to his father’s household to tell his five 
brothers about the torment of this eternal punishment. How did Abraham 
answer? 
 
 Luke 16:29–31  “29 "But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the 

Prophets; let them hear them.' 30 "But he said, 'No, father Abraham, but if 
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!' 31 "But he said to 
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him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 
persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.'"” 

 
Abraham’s point? Even if someone were to raise from the dead, that would 
not be as sufficient as Moses and the Prophets (the Holy Scriptures). A ghost 
coming back from the dead would not have as much impact as someone 
reading, teaching, sharing from the Word of God. 
 
Now, I always thought of this as a nice, good story until recently I read 
something that put this together. Do you remember after Someone did rise 
from the dead, Jesus? Do you remember, recorded in the same gospel, that 
one of the first appearances Jesus made was on that road to Damascus with 
the two men? Listen to what Jesus did for them… 
 
 Luke 24:25–27  “25 And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of 

heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 "Was it not 
necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His 
glory?" 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He 
explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.” 

 
The Scriptures are so sufficient that even when Someone does come back 
from the dead, he spends the first day of His new life explaining the 
Scriptures to people—not, look at Me, but look at what has been written about 
Me! 
 
If we believe the Scriptures are our authority, then we should realize that we 
should submit to them in humility. And listen, let me just say one word about 
the preacher or church leaders and the Bible. Listen to us as we teach you the 
Bible! My authority over you starts and ends with the Scriptures. 
 
Third, We Display Humility When We Share The Bible! If we believe that the 
Scriptures are the only tool that the Lord is going to use to bring someone to 
Christ, what are we doing with the Scriptures in terms of evangelizing? 
Remember what Paul told Timothy was it that led him to the Lord? It was the 
Holy Scriptures giving him the wisdom that leads to salvation. 
 
Look, I know this might seem simplistic or simple or like “Thad, we have 
heard this before.” Okay, let’s get practical then. If we really believe this, then 
let’s put our theology to the test to make sure we are not practical atheists 
when it comes to this issue. 
 
If we know that the Scriptures are what God uses to bring people to faith, then 
how have we used the Scriptures with our kids or grandkids this week? 
Seriously, dads & moms; grandma’s & grandpa’s, what are we doing to teach 
them the Bible? I cannot imagine someone who claims to know Jesus sitting 
in this room today that would not desire for their child or grandchild to come 
to saving faith. Yet, I wonder how much they are actually using the Word of 
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God in their life. What are we doing to instruct them like Eunice and Lois 
instructed Timothy? 
 
Do you see how understanding this theological truth is practical in our life? If 
we really believe it, then it will move us and shape us to read it for ourselves 
and to share it with others. 
 
Illustration: Reading through NT with Kids 
• In a lot of ways, I have been convicted of this time and time again. We 

tend to drift and Anni (my 5 year old) seems to always be the one to bring 
it back to us—“Dad, when are we going to read the Bible again?” 

 
The Bible is what is able to take the spiritually blind and make them see. It is 
able to take a person from the broad road and place them on the narrow path. 
It is what transfers someone from the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom 
of the Son. It is the tool for someone to go from bondage to sin to being dead 
to sin. It is what Timothy knew changed his life and what he was being told to 
keep preaching. It was and is profitable for salvation. So, we say that we 
believe it is sufficient, then are we using it as a tool for evangelism? 
 
Fourth, We Display Humility When We Don’t Worship The Bible! The point 
of the Bible being from God and being sufficient is not that it is raised up to 
be godlike. We can look forward in humility when we all understand that the 
Bible is given to us to reveal God to us and that we could end up worshipping 
God and not man. The Bible is meant to not be an end of itself, but a means to 
an end. Martyn Lloyd-Jones adequately confronts us when he says, 
 
“If you ever find yourself approaching the Bible in an intellectual rather than 
a spiritual manner, you are already on the wrong road. To approach the Bible 
in a purely intellectual manner, to take it as a text-book, to divide up its 
chapters exactly as if you were analyzing a play by Shakespeare, is a very 
interesting pursuit. Indeed, nothing can be more exciting to a certain type of 
person. And yet if you once begin to approach it intellectually only, and not 
spiritually, it can become the cause of your damnation.”4 
 
We can look forward in humility when after interacting with the Bible; we 
walk away and love Jesus more. And truly, that’s what it’s about. It’s what we 
do this morning as we come to the Lord’s Table in worship to Him. The Bible 
is meant to point to Jesus! It is all about Him, from beginning to end. Let’s 
worship Him more because of our time in the Word. Let’s not worship the 
Word of God, let’s worship the God of the Word! 
 
Listen, we are going to partake in the Lord’s Table this morning. It’s my first 
time with you in leading you to remember the death of Jesus and it’s 
                                                

4 Lloyd-Jones, D. Martyn.  Studies in the Sermon on the Mount.  (Grand Rapids, 
Michigan:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,  1993), 290. 
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importance in our lives. This authoritative Word tells us that this is not 
something that we should take trivially. In fact, we are told that in the church 
of Corinth, some very serious things happened when people took the Lord’s 
Table in an unworthy manner.  
 
This table is for believers. There is no shame in passing it by this morning. 
There is no shame if you are a believer in letting it pass by if you are not 
prepared to take it. 
 
Bow your heads, spend some time with God praying in silent prayer as the 
men come forward. 
 
PRAYER FOR BREAD: 
 
 1 Corinthians 11:23–24  “23 For I received from the Lord that which I 

also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 

 
PRAYER FOR CUP: 
 
 1 Corinthians 11:25–26  “25 In the same way He took the cup also after 

supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 26 For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He 
comes.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
1. THANK YOU—gifts & cards 
 
2. ANNUAL MEETING 
 
3. ELDER NOMINATION 
 
4. WOMEN’S RETREAT 
 
5. TEACHING SERIES AT CBC 
 

Retro = a culturally outdated or aged style, trend, mode, or fashion that 
has become the functional norm once again. 
 
Over the course of the next four weeks, I want to set before you who I am 
by looking at some different aspects of a philosophy of ministry. I have 
called this little series RETRO because I never want us to get to the place 
where we think that these things are outdated aged styles or trends for the 
church. But what I want to show you are that they are indeed something 
that should be the norm for all churches! 

 
 
 
 


